Gerbil Patriots for Peace
Halloween Night 2004
by Diane Nott

Background: It is Halloweeen. Time for kids to dress up and go trick or treating. This is also the time for our 2 newest members Speedy and Gimpy to go out on patrol for the first time to keep our kids safe. As senior members, Bacchus and Dionysius will supervise the girls. Speedy and Gimpy were hired to patrol and inspect kids' bags 
to be sure the goodies inside were safe to eat. 

The scene: A neighborhood somewhere in Ohio.

Gimpy: “Speedy, are you ready to go?”
Speedy: “I am always ready to go. Why do think I was named Speedy.”
Putnam and Thurston: (in a small child voice)  “We wanna go! We wanna go!”
Dionysius: “Not yet. You are still too young. You can help out at Christmas Time.”
P & T:  “Yeah!”

The 4 head out of the door into the neighborhood. They come across a little girl with a bag of treats. “Oh boy! Gimpy, Let’s check this one” says Speedy. “Ok.” They start sniffing the bag for potential danger with Dionysius and Bacchus keeping a look-out.

Speedy: “I smell candy. Candy is ok. What are these metal things? Oh ok. It’s just money. Oh look! Fruit!! “

Gimpy: “Speedy, calm down. I know you love fruit.”

Speedy: “But there are apples.”

Gimpy: “Apples? Let me check (climbs into bag)….Crunch! Munch! Munch!”

Dionysius: “Gimpy…..what are you doing?”

“Checking the apple…. munch..munch…”

Bacchus: “Hey! You are not supposed to eat it.”

Gimpy: “It’s ok. You come and check it.”

Bacchus: No. You are supposed to be sniffing not eating.

Gimpy: “Aww…ok… that apple is safe. I found peanut! I know you guys like peanuts.”

Gimpy tosses one to D & B.

Bacchus: "We can't take these peanuts. They belong to the child. Put them back."
Gimpy: ‘Oh…ok.”  Gimpy put the peanuts back. This person is safe. Nothing to worry about.   Time to go home.”

Speedy:  “Not yet. The night is still young. Let’s go!”

Gimpy:  “You are always ready to go. You are non-stop in your wheel.”

Speedy: “I love my wheel! It is so much fun!”

They walked and sniffed more bags. All clean except for a few suspicious peanuts. They turned the corner and.....All of a sudden Dionysius started thumping.  Bacchus runs over.

What’s wrong bro?
Dionysius looks ahead and sees something. He asks Speedy and Gimpy. “Speedy. Gimpy.  Look Ahead…..what is that??”

Speedy & Gimpy: See what??? All I see are kids in costumes. Food and a 4 legged black animal with fur with whiskers sitting in a yard. Nothing to worry about.  Speedy and Gimpy had never seen a cat before.

D & B: Cat!!!! Hide!!

They all hide in some nearby bushes. 

Speedy:  “Why we hiding?”

Bacchus explains:  “You young’uns still have lots to learn. There is a cat out there. It will catch us and eat us. We need to chase it away.”

Being only 7 months old, Speedy and Gimpy nervously started chewing the woodchips.

Dionysius: “I know. I know.  When the cat comes by, we all start kicking these woodchips at him. It will scare him away.”

Bacchus :  “Ok. Let’s do it.”

They all lie in wait. The cat walks by and they all use their hind legs and barrage the cat with woodchips. It worked. The cat ran away.

Bacchus: "Good job, team."

Dionysius: “I knew those digging lessons from mom would come in handy. Let’s get back to work”

They walk around the corner and spot something in the yard. Speedy being extremely curious is the first to investigate. It looks like another cat but it isn’t moving. “It’s not moving.” Being the curious creatures they are. All 4 slowly walked and sniffed it. 

Gimpy:  “Wood!!! It’s made of wood. Oh boy! Let me at it…”

Dionysius: “Stop!! This belongs to someone. Don’t chew it.”

Speedy: “Aww…never get to have any fun.”

They did a few more investigations. After a while they stop and decided to head back home. They had enough excitement for one night.

Bacchus:  “You girls did a great job tonight. Not bad for a couple of rookies. The streets are safe because of us.”

Speedy & Gimpy:  “Yeah! Thank you! Both you were wonderful teachers. We will do better next time.” 

Bacchus: “Mom, Phoebe, and Fairfield were the best. They taught us well at the Kennedy International Airport."

Dionysius:  “Speedy. Gimpy. Will you be ready for Christmas?”

Speedy & Gimpy look at each other and say:  “What is Christmas?”

Bacchus and Dionysus smile at each other and say, "You will see."

Thanks to the Gerbil Patriots for Peace. Bacchus, Dionysius, Speedy, and Gimpy have kept the streets safe for our little children.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Note: Speedy is a Lilac, Gimpy is a Spotted Argente
Speedy and Gimpy are owned by Diane Nott - dnott.geo@yahoo.com
The rest are owned by our own Judith Block
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